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Experienced in the full range of treatment options, Henry Ford serves as a destination center for people from around 
the country seeking the most advanced options for head and neck cancer treatment. By mastering the techniques of 
Transoral Robotic Surgery (TORS), microvascular reconstruction, and laryngeal “voice box” preservation surgery, Henry 
Ford surgeons are significantly minimizing nerve and tissue damage in patients, giving them the chance to tell their 
survival stories in their own words.

Henry Ford 
CanCer InstItute 

EXPERTS IN CARING FOR ALL 
TYPES OF CANCERS
We offer advanced diagnostic testing and multiple treatment 

options for the full range of head and neck cancers, including:

• Larynx (voice box)

• Oral

• Hypopharynx, Oropharynx and Nasopharynx

• Metastatic squamous neck

• Paranasal, sinonasal and skull base

• Salivary gland - benign and cancerous tumors

• Thyroid - benign and cancerous tumors

PRECISION MEDICINE, PRETREATMENT 
CLINIC FOCUS ON INDIVIDUALIZED CARE
All head and neck cancer patients are encouraged to participate in 

pretreatment clinics, designed to pave the way for rehabilitation 

and a quick return to normal functioning after treatment. Patients 

are also offered genetic profiling of their tumor to determine what 

mutations are in their tumor that could be targeted with drugs.

Top 10 

in the nation performing 
Transoral Robotic Surgery

Among only 

5
programs nationally offering 
Photodynamic Therapy (PDT)

Treat about

350
new head and neck cancer 

patients annually

Our surgeons are fellowship trained head and neck cancer 
specialists with accreditations and designations from the 
AAFPRS, AHNS and FACS. They serve on multiple committees 
both within Henry Ford Health System and nationally to 
advance research and clinical trials and ensure the best 
outcomes for their patients. For details on research and 
clinical trial work, publications and more, visit 
henryford.com/findadoc.
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EXPERIENCED, MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO HEALING
Henry Ford’s Head and Neck Oncology Tumor Board is the oldest and most experienced in the country, meeting weekly since 1969 to 

ensure patients and referring physicians a comprehensive, multidisciplinary approach to care. Patients also benefit from the Head and 

Neck Oncology Clinic, where they see all experts involved in their treatment planning in one visit. A Head and Neck Cancer Patient 

Advisory Council provides feedback to continuously improve clinical pathways and overall patient experience.

ADVANCED TREATMENT OPTIONS
Henry Ford head and neck surgeons are experienced in the total range of surgical treatments, including complex tumor removal with an 

emphasis on protecting existing structures, such as the voice box and airway. Various reconstructive procedures including free-tissue 

transfer — using skin, bone and/or muscle tissue from an area of the body to reconstruct defects following tumor removal or trauma — are 

utilized to preserve appearance as well as important functions.

•  Transoral Robotic Surgery (TORS) was approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration in January 2010 for malignant and 

benign tumors of the mouth, tongue, voice box, tonsils and parts of the throat. Henry Ford surgeons were at the forefront of this 

advancement, significantly improving recovery time while preserving speech and reducing the risk of swallowing deficits and nerve 

and tissue damage. Transoral laser surgery also is available for appropriate patients.

• Henry Ford was one of the first in the country to use Photodynamic Therapy (PDT) for the treatment of certain cancers. This state-

 of-the-art cancer treatment uses advanced medical lasers combined with light-photoactivated drugs to destroy tumor cells without 

harming healthy tissues. PDT candidates include those with precancerous lesions or early cancers that are not appropriate for surgery or 

radiation, those with “field cancerization” that cannot be reasonably resected, and those for whom additional radiation or surgery would 

be crippling from a functionality perspective.

• Henry Ford offers clinical trials not available anywhere else in the state in oropharyngeal cancer and robotic surgery and participates 

in all major national cooperative group trials.

AT THE FOREFRONT OF RESEARCH
Henry Ford’s Head and Neck Cancer Research Program, funded by the National Institutes of Health, is testing the use of saliva as a 

noninvasive cancer detection tool and has identified 231 new genes associated with head and neck cancer.

We will see your patient within 
24 hours of your referral. 

To learn more or refer a patient, 
call (877) 434-7470 or 

visit henryford.com/rpo.
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