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LEADERS IN BREAST CANCER SURGERY 
AND RECONSTRUCTION
At Henry Ford, our breast oncology team provides unparalleled 

expertise in diagnosing and treating breast cancer, achieving 

three-year national accreditation from the American College of 

Surgeons’ National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers. 

Our surgical team has decades of experience in breast cancer 

surgery and is a trusted choice for experienced diagnosis, advanced 

treatments and access to the latest clinical trials. We take a patient-

centered approach in all we do and strive to:

• Offer treatments that will conserve healthy breast tissue

• Reduce the number of unnecessary mastectomies, which has been 

very successful in our clinics

• Continually review clinical data so we can assure patients that 

we offer the latest knowledge in breast cancer treatment

Multidisciplinary breast cancer clinic

We were one of the first breast cancer centers in the U.S. to 

implement a true multidisciplinary breast cancer clinic. Our tumor 

board is a key part of the patient experience at Henry Ford.

Our one-day clinic approach: Patients and their loved ones 

have the opportunity to ask questions, meet all members of their 

treatment team, and fully understand their treatment options, all in 

one care setting. Our nurse coordinators then help to make all the 

necessary appointments needed for each patient’s treatment plan.

Surgical treatments available

• Lumpectomy: Henry Ford’s surgeons are skilled at careful 

reconstruction after lumpectomy to restore the breast’s 

appearance.

• Partial mastectomy (segmental mastectomy)

• Full mastectomy

• Nipple-sparing mastectomy:

• Skin-sparing mastectomy:
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training from State University of New York Health Science Center at 
Brooklyn. She completed her fellowship in surgical oncology at the 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center and received her Master’s Degree in 
Public Health from Harvard University. She is board certified in General 
Surgery and holds an American Board of Surgery Added Qualifications 
Certificate in Surgical Critical Care.

Dr. Newman is internationally known for her research on ethnicity-
related variation in breast cancer risk, including triple negative breast 
cancer. She specializes in the evaluation and management of high-
risk patients, and in surgical techniques such as the skin-sparing 
mastectomy and lymphatic mapping/sentinel lymph node biopsy. Dr. 
Newman holds leadership positions in the most prominent of oncologic 
academic and advocacy organizations, most recently receiving the 
distinction of Komen Scholar.

• Breast reconstruction: We use complex, state-of-the-art procedures 

to restore natural shape and appearance. Women can choose to 

have simultaneous breast reconstruction or to schedule a separate 

procedure.

• Oncoplastic surgery: We combine advanced techniques of plastic 

surgery and breast cancer surgery to ensure that patients are happy 

with the way the breast looks after surgery.

• Cryotherapy (or cryosurgery): An innovative procedure that is 

being studied as an alternative to open surgery for certain cases.

• Lymphedema treatment: Advances in microsurgery have made 

the surgical management of lymphedema a viable alternative. 

This includes lymphovenous bypass and vascularized lymph node 

transfer.
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MEET THE HENRY FORD BREAST CANCER SURGICAL TEAM
Led by Dr. Lisa Newman, our breast oncology program includes all fellowship-trained surgeons, as well as medical oncologists, pathologists, 

radiologists and others dedicated to breast oncology.

To learn more or refer a patient, call 
(877) 434-7470 or visit henryford.com/rpo.
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S. David Nathanson, M.D., senior staff breast 

cancer surgeon, specializing in breast cancer 

management and inherited susceptibility to 

breast cancer. He is an international authority 

on sentinel lymph node biopsy and on the 

reasons why tumors spread to lymph nodes. 

Dr. Nathanson earned his medical degree 

from the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, South Africa. He is board 

certified by the American Board of Surgery 

and a fellowship-trained surgical oncologist.

Jessica Bensenhaver, M.D., a breast cancer 

surgeon specializing in benign and malignant 

breast diseases. She received her medical 

degree from Marshall University Joan C. 

Edwards School of Medicine and completed a 

fellowship in breast oncology at University of 

Michigan Health System.

Lindsay Petersen, M.D., a breast cancer 

surgeon, received her medical degree from 

Wayne State University and graduated from 

the Rush University Medical Center/John 

H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital Integrated General 

Surgery Residency Program in Chicago. She 

completed a fellowship in breast oncology at 

the University of Michigan Health System.

Erica Proctor, M.D., a breast cancer surgeon 

and Director of Breast Cancer Disparities 

Research at Henry Ford. She received her 

medical degree, as well as completed her 

residency training in general surgery and 

fellowship in surgical breast oncology at the 

University of Michigan Health System.

Dunya Atisha, M.D., a microvascular plastic 

and reconstructive surgeon with a special 

interest in restorative breast surgery, including 

flap reconstruction and surgical repair for 

lymphedema. She received her medical degree 

from Michigan State University and completed 

a fellowship in plastic and reconstructive 

surgery at Duke University Medical Center.

Monique Swain, M.D., an obstetrics and 

gynecology surgeon who specializes in 

women at high risk for breast cancer 

due to abnormal genetics, and manages 

gynecological side-effects of breast cancer 

treatment, including menopausal symptoms 

and sexual dysfunction. She also provides 

fertility preservation counseling. Dr. Swain 

received her medical degree from Wayne State 

University School of Medicine and completed 

her post-graduate training at DMC and 

University of Michigan Health System.


