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Interview
Carolyn D. Britten, M.D., Appointed Director  
of the Division of Hematology/Oncology

Dr. Carolyn D. Britten, new Director of the Division of Hematology/Oncology

Carolyn D. Britten, M.D., Director of 
Phase 1 Clinical Trials at MUSC Hollings 
Cancer Center, has been named Director 
of the Division of Hematology/Oncology in 
the Department of Medicine at the Medical 
University of South Carolina. Britten holds 

the South Carolina SmartState™ Centers of 

Associate Director for Clinical Investigations 
at the MUSC Hollings Cancer Center.  

position, Progressnotes
her plans for the division. 

PN: Can you give us an overview of how 
you plan to advance the division? 

CB
-

ber of medical oncologists and the programs 

scientists to develop clinical trials that serve 

center for patient care and research. In 

home for hematologists and medical oncolo-

community. 
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-
cant trials you’ve opened at MUSC as 
Director of Phase 1 Clinical Trials and 

CB

MUSC Pathology Department

mutations that are potentially driving those 
tumors. We have a number of trials that are 
aimed at targeting those putative drivers, 
such as AKT, PI3K, and RAF. The second 

that the immune system is very important 
in a broad spectrum of tumors. We have 

PN: What is the importance of having a 
robust phase 1 clinical trial program in a 
cancer center?

CB: Phase 1 trials provide access to novel 

malignancies.  These trials often accept 

or 3 trials. Furthermore, phase 1 trials are 

treatment strategies.

PN: The implementation of phase 1 trials 
across the country is changing, isn’t it? 

CB: In this era of personalized medicine, 
many early-phase cancer trials match the 

-

In addition, the size of phase 1 trials has 
changed. In the past, a small phase 1 clinical 

drug development timeline to proceed more 

-

patients into the clinic in a timely fashion. 

PN: Does having a phase 1 trial then, 
especially this more abbreviated model, 
make it more likely we can offer more 

to patients in South Carolina?  

CB: -
atory, but yes, participation in these larger 

to novel therapies in South Carolina.  

PN: Do you foresee working with com-
munity physicians in some way?  

CB: -

receive most of their care closer to home, 

Health in Charleston. Highly specialized 

trials or trials of cell-based immunotherapies, 

-
ners. As a starting point, under the leadership 
of Dr. Chanita Hughes Halbert, AT&T 

Department of 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences
an NCORP grant that provides infrastruc-
ture for the implementation of cooperative 
group trials at community sites. We are 

this opportunity to other locations.  

PN: Would you like to elaborate on why 
you’re putting such emphasis on transla-
tional research? 

CB: With its National Cancer Institute des-
ignation, Hollings Cancer Center is uniquely 
poised to design and implement novel 

improve the outcomes for our patients.


