
Idiopathic Multicentric Castleman’s Disease (iMCD): 
MISUNDERSTOOD. MISDIAGNOSED. MISMANAGED.

Castleman’s Disease (CD) is a proliferative disorder of the lymph nodes and related tissues. It 
can be easily confused with other autoimmune, cancerous or infectious disorders and is often 
misdiagnosed. There are two types of CD1-3: 

MISUNDERSTOOD: What is Castleman’s Disease?

iMCD shares characteristics across different malignancies, autoimmune conditions, and infectious disorders. The 
symptoms vary from patient to patient and hence it becomes very challenging to diagnose. 

The symptoms can be as mild as fever or a life-threatening cytokine storm spreading throughout the body, leading to 
organ failure and death. 

 ► Multicentric (MCD): As the name 
suggests, it affects multiple groups of 
lymph nodes throughout the body and 
can present as: 

o HHV–8-positive MCD: Often seen 
in immunocompromised patients 

o Idiopathic (iMCD): Presents 
with histopathological changes, a 
characteristic of MCD without HIV 
or HHV-8 infection

 ► Localized (Unicentric): Involving a 
single group of lymph nodes, localized 
CD can be cured by surgical removal   
+/- radiation

TIME TO BETTER UNDERSTAND iMCD3,5

Flu-like symptoms:
Fevers, night sweats, 

fatigue, and weight loss

Generalized 
lymphadenopathy: 
Enlargement seen 

across multiple groups 

of lymph nodes

Organomegaly: 
Enlarged liver or spleen

Fluid accumulation: 
Edema, ascites, and/or 

other symptoms of fluid 

overload

Common iMCD symptoms, if identified, can 
help avoid MISDIAGNOSIS4 



iMCD accounts for 
33% to 58%  

of all MCD cases2

6500-7700 NEW CASES/YEAR

6500 to 7700  
new cases of CD 
diagnosed in the 

United States every 
year, with about 1650 

cases of MCD4

Every year, United States 
patients present with 544 to 
957 diagnosed new cases of 
iMCD2,4 vs 1000 new cases of 

cystic fibrosis7
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EPIDEMIOLOGY: Incidence of CD is more common than you think

MISMANAGED: Treating effectively will improve overall survival8

ALS has an 
incidence of

>5000 per year 
in the United States6


