
Performing Endoscopic Ultrasound-Guided Liver Biopsy 
Using the 19ga Acquire™ Fine Needle Biopsy (FNB) Device

Patient History
A 58-year-old woman with a history of obesity, hypertension, dyslipidemia 
and type II diabetes for 30 years, presented with chronic right upper quadrant 
abdominal pain and elevated liver functions tests. An abdominal ultrasound 
showed no evidence of choledocholithiasis nor cholelithiasis. 

Procedure
An endoscopic ultrasound guided liver biopsy (EUS LBx) was performed using 
the 19ga FNB Device (Figure 1). A total of two passes were completed: one 
per lobe. The patient was observed for 2 hours in PACU and no complications 
were observed related to the EUS LBx. The sample was of good quality 
for diagnostic purposes (Figures 2a-e). Close follow-up for surveillance and 
management was planned.

Discussion
In this case, the 19ga Acquire FNB Device was ideal for EUS LBx because it has 
the flexibility to navigate the bending of the scope, especially when taking the 
sample from the right lobe of the liver in the duodenal bulb. The deployment of 
the needle was smooth even when a high amount of shear force was applied; 
which is crucial to avoid multiple failed puncture strikes to the liver capsule and 
avoid subcapsular bleeding. Also, the unique design of the needle tip facilitates 
core biopsies and helps avoid fragmentation of the sample.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION: These materials are intended to describe common clinical considerations and procedural steps for the use of referenced 
technologies but may not be appropriate for every patient or case. Decisions surrounding patient care depend on the physician’s professional judgment in 
light of all available information for the case at hand.Boston Scientific (BSC) does not promote or encourage the use of its devices outside their approved 
labeling. Case studies are not necessarily representative of clinical outcomes in all cases as individual results may vary.

Results from case studies are not predictive of results in other cases. Results in other cases may vary.

All images provided courtesy of Dr. Pineda.

All trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

CAUTION: U.S. Federal law restricts this device to sale by or on the order of a physician. 

CAUTION: The law restricts these devices to sale by or on the order of a physician. Indications, contraindications, warnings and instructions for use can 
be found in the product labelling supplied with each device. Information for use only in countries with applicable health authority registrations. Material 
not intended for use in France.
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