
 

Rapid transfer for  
stroke patients 24/7 

 

  

The UCSF rapid transfer protocol enables immediate access to our neuroscience physicians 
and newly designated rapid transfer beds for each level of care. This ensures access for 
every patient with a neurovascular emergency. Conditions managed through our rapid 
transfer program include: 

•  Acute large-vessel-occlusion ischemic stroke  

•  Aneurysmal subarachnoid hemorrhage  

•  Hemorrhagic stroke, especially those caused by arteriovenous malformations (AVMs), 
cavernous malformations or dural fistulas   

 

If you suspect your adult patient is having an acute large-vessel-occlusion ischemic stroke 
or an aneurysmal subarachnoid hemorrhage, call our Transfer Center at (415) 353-9166 
and indicate that you are initiating a transfer request. We will activate our expedited 
transfer protocol and streamline your patient’s transfer to UCSF.  

 

The UCSF Neurovascular Disease and Stroke Center is the only medical center in San 
Francisco that is certified as a Comprehensive Stroke Center (CSC) by The Joint 
Commission and the American Heart Association/American Stroke Association. A CSC 
certification indicates that UCSF provides the most advanced level of care for acute 
neurovascular conditions, including stroke thrombolysis and thrombectomy, aneurysm coiling 
and clipping, and cerebrovascular stenting and bypass procedures. 

UCSF's Comprehensive Stroke Center offers:  

•  29 dedicated neuro-intensive care unit beds for complex stroke patients  

•  World-class neurocritical care specialists, neurosurgeons, vascular neurologists, neuro-
interventional radiologists, vascular surgeons and neuroradiologists  

https://www.ucsfhealth.org/for-health-professionals/transfer-a-patient
https://www.ucsfhealth.org/clinics/neurovascular-disease-and-stroke-center
https://www.jointcommission.org/en/accreditation-and-certification/certification/certifications-by-setting/hospital-certifications/stroke-certification/advanced-stroke/comprehensive-stroke-center


•  Extensive experience performing endovascular stroke thrombectomy for large-vessel-
occlusion stroke  

•  Advanced neuroimaging that allows us to extend the treatment time window for acute 
large-vessel-occlusion stroke up to 24 hours from time last seen well  

•  Pioneering expertise in managing subarachnoid hemorrhage, including aneurysm 
treatment with endovascular coiling and surgical clipping  

•  Leadership in stroke research and access to ongoing stroke clinical trial protocols and the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) StrokeNet clinical trials network (including ARCADIA, 
MOST, EPISODE, FASTEST, ASPIRE, SATURN and TIMELESS)  

 

The UCSF Comprehensive Stroke Center also specializes in conditions that put patients at 
high risk for stroke, including aneurysms, arteriovenous malformations (AVMs), cavernous 
malformations, dural arteriovenous fistulas and carotid disease.  

Learn more about the stringent measures for Comprehensive Stroke Center certification.  

Learn more about the UCSF Neurovascular Disease and Stroke Center.  

To refer a patient, contact the UCSF Transfer Center at (415) 353-9166.  

For a physician consultation or outpatient referrals, contact the Physician Liaison Service.  

 

 

https://www.jointcommission.org/en/accreditation-and-certification/certification/certifications-by-setting/hospital-certifications/stroke-certification/advanced-stroke/comprehensive-stroke-center
https://www.ucsfhealth.org/clinics/neurovascular-disease-and-stroke-center
https://www.ucsfhealth.org/for-health-professionals/transfer-a-patient
https://www.ucsfhealth.org/for-health-professionals/physician-referral-services

