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Dear Colleagues,  

The coronavirus pandemic is complicating life for some patients in need of 
cardiothoracic surgery. We fear that worrisome symptoms like shortness of 
breath or edema may be ignored, delaying needed care.  

At UCSF’s Cardiothoracic Surgery Program, we value the opportunity to 
partner with you in caring for patients with a wide range of cardiac 
conditions, from arrhythmias to ventricular septal defects. We now have 
implemented rigorous safety precautions at our hospital and clinic locations.  

Here are some other important cardiac surgery access and patient care 
updates:  

Minimally Invasive Surgery 
The Center for Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery uses minimally invasive 
procedures – such as small incisions, mini-thoracotomies and hemi-
sternotomies – for cardiac surgery, and UCSF surgeons have pioneered the 
development of minimally invasive techniques to repair the mitral valve. 
Watch our video about this approach.  

Broad Cardiac Surgery Expertise and Access 
Our cardiac surgery expertise includes specialists in coronary artery bypass 
surgery; aortic root and ascending aorta repair; aortic and mitral valve 
repair/replacement; mechanical circulatory support, extracorporeal 
membrane oxygenation (ECMO) and ventricular assist devices (VADs); and 
heart transplantation.  

We can see urgent referrals rapidly, and our experts are available 24/7 for 
peer-to-peer consultations.  

•  For cardiac surgery referrals or to speak with one of our physicians, call 
(415) 353-1606.  

•  For other questions, contact our outpatient nurse practitioner, Mahesh 
Khilnani, at (415) 939-9991.  

 

On behalf of our team, I look forward to our continued partnership. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact me directly with any suggestions on how we can 
improve our services and access, or support your practice.  

Sincerely,  

 

Tobias Deuse, MD  
Professor and Interim Chief, Division of Adult Cardiothoracic Surgery 
The Julien I.E. Hoffman, MD Endowed Chair in Cardiac Surgery 
Director, Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery 
Surgical Director, Transcatheter Valve Program 
Mobile: (415) 818-7222 
Email: tobias.deuse@ucsf.edu  
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ucsfhealth.org/clinics/cardiothoracic-surgery
https://www.ucsfhealth.org/education/five-ways-we-are-keeping-you-safe-during-covid-19
https://medconnection.ucsfhealth.org/videos/minimally-invasive-mitral-valve-surgery
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