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Patient History 
A 20-year-old female with a history of chronic pancreatitis 
and recurrent pancreatic ductal stones was referred to our 
group prior to surgical intervention. She had been hospitalized 
at several hospitals over the past year and had undergone a 
variety of treatments for pancreatic ductal stones including 
ERCP with stent placement and extra corporeal shockwave 
lithotripsy (ESWL). She was acutely symptomatic and had 
been recently hospitalized. She had also attempted pancreatic 
enzyme therapy without success.  

Procedure
An ERCP was performed. Selective deep cannulation of the 
pancreatic duct was attempted via the major papilla and 
contrast was injected following unsuccessful guidewire 
cannulation attempts.  A pancreatogram revealed a pancreatic 
divisum (Type III) (Figure 1). Next, the minor papilla was 
targeted and the dorsal duct was deeply cannulated with a 
.035” Dreamwire™ High Performance Guidewire. Contrast 
was injected revealing a dilated duct of Santorini (12mm) 
with multiple filling defects. Next, the sphincterotome was 
exchanged for a 9-12mm extraction balloon. The balloon  
was inflated to 12mm and several stone fragments were 
extracted. The SpyGlass™ DS System was then utilized for 
pancreatoscopy and possible lithotripsy. Upon introduction 
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of the SpyScope™ DS Catheter, large remnant pancreatic duct stones were observed 
(Figure 2). Lithotripsy was performed and the stones were fragmented.

A balloon was used again and the fragmented pieces were extracted. The SpyScope 
DS Catheter was then reintroduced to confirm that all stones had been removed, 
but remnant fragments were observed. A novel SpyGlass Retrieval Basket was then 
introduced through the working channel of the digital SpyScope DS Catheter and these 
fragments were extracted (Figure 3). Post-removal pictures revealed a normal duct 
(Figure 4). 

Finally, a 7Fr x 7cm single pigtail Advanix™ Pancreatic Stent with a leading barb was 
placed and pancreatic juices were seen flowing into the duodenum.

Conclusion
The use of the SpyGlass DS System with lithotripsy in conjunction with a small caliber 
basket prevented further ERCP intervention and helped this 20-year-old patient avoid 
additional procedures and risk. This obviated the immediate need for a costly surgical 
procedure with significant morbidity and hospital recovery time. 
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Results from case studies are not necessarily predictive of results in other cases. Results in other cases may vary.

CAUTION: The law restricts these devices to sale by or on the order of a physician. Indications, contraindications, warnings and instructions for use can be 
found in the product labelling supplied with each device. Information for use only in countries with applicable health authority registrations. This material not 
intended for use in France.

Rx only.

All images provided by Dr. Khosravi and Dr. Hamad.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: These materials are intended to describe common clinical considerations and procedural steps for the use of referenced 
technologies but may not be appropriate for every patient or case. Decisions surrounding patient care depend on the physician’s professional judgment in 
consideration of all available information for the individual case. Boston Scientific (BSC) does not promote or encourage the use of its devices outside their 
approved labeling.  Case studies are not necessarily representative of clinical outcomes in all cases as individual results may vary.
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