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Acquisition of Pancreatic  
Tissue Using EUS FNA Leads to  
Diagnosis of Intra-Pancreatic  
Accessory Spleen

CASE PRESENTED BY: 
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Cancer Institute 
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São Paulo University
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PATIENT HISTORY AND ASSESSMENT

A 46-year-old male was referred for tissue sampling 
of a mass located at the pancreatic tail. The patient 
was asymptomatic. He presented a familial history 
of gastrointestinal neoplasms and was submitted 
for a computerized tomography scan. A 2cm, solid, 
round nodule was detected at the tail of the pancreas 
(Figure 1). The margins were regular and clearly 
demarcated. The lesion was enhanced after contrast 
injection. A presumptive diagnosis of a non-functioning 
neuroendocrine tumor (NFNET) was made. Considering 
that conservative treatment is considered for small 
pancreatic NFNETs with low expression (<2%) of ki-67, 
a tissue sample was indicated.

PROCEDURE

Using endoscopic ultrasound (EUS), a round solid nodule 
was easily defined at the pancreatic tail (Figure 2). There 
were no lymph nodes, signs of vascular invasion or 
ductal dilation. Endoscopic ultrasound fine-needle 
aspiration (FNA) was performed with a 22G Expect™ 
EUS-FNA Needle. The tip of the needle was clearly 
observed on an echogenic image (Figure 3). Several core 
fragments of the tumor were obtained after three passes 
under vigorous suction.

PATIENT OUTCOME AND RESULTS

The histopathological findings were consistent with 
splenic tissue and the final diagnosis was intra-pancreatic 
accessory spleen (Figures 4 and 5).

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION

Solid pancreatic incidental nodules should be considered 
highly suspicious for malignancy (i.e., adenocarcinoma, 
neuroendocrine tumors). Taking this fact into consideration, 
some groups advocate surgical resection whenever 
possible even without previous histology. On the other 
hand, one should keep in mind the possibility of an intra-
pancreatic accessory spleen when a small solid nodule is 
found at the tail of the pancreas in an asymptomatic patient. 
Endoscopic ultrasound FNA is the gold standard 
method for acquisition of pancreatic tissue.
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