
Patient History
A 71 year-old-man presented with anemia and melena. His hemoglobin was 

7.2 with an MCV of 101 and he was noted to be thrombocytopenic with a 

platelet count of 139,000. The patient had a history of drinking 3 alcoholic 

beverages per day for the past five years. His only other medical history 

was hypertension.

Procedure
An EGD was scheduled to evaluate for varices and the source of the 

melena. No varices were identified. The linear EUS scope was then passed. 

Deeper varices in the distal esophagus were identified that were not 

visible on the endoscopic view. Ascites was also identified. To evaluate liver 

disease, two passes were made into the right lobe and two passes into the 

left lobe using the Acquire 19ga Endoscopic Ultrasound Fine Needle Biopsy 

(FNB) Device. The ascites were also aspirated during the same procedure. 

No mass lesions were identified in the visualized portion of the liver.

Post-Procedure
The liver pathology showed cirrhosis. The portal areas showed moderate 

chronic inflammatory infiltrate with minimal, focal interface hepatitis.  Focal 

steatosis along with foci of reactive nuclear enlargement were present. 
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Viral serology is thought to be likely with autoimmune hepatitis less likely. The ascites was also consistent with 

cirrhosis with a SAAG of 2.3, total protein 1.4, PMNs 44 and a negative cytology. Spontaneous bacterial peritonitis 

was not present.

Discussion
Completing an EUS at the time of the initial EGD in patients with suspected cirrhosis may generate significantly 

more information than performing an EGD alone. As this case exemplifies, the degree of cirrhosis and the 

cause can be evaluated based on the biopsy sample collected. Viral serology is pending. Deeper varices can 

be identified by the linear EUS and the appropriate medications started. Also, new onset ascites can also be 

evaluated. This may result in a better experience for the patient because the EUS-FNB procedure is performed 

under sedation and it also may be safer because the needle travel is dramatically reduced, when comparing to 

Percutaneous liver biopsy. In addition, the liver biopsy may be less painful because it is not conducted through a 

well innervated dermis.
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All images provided courtesy of Dr. Eves.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: These materials are intended to describe common clinical considerations and procedural steps for the use of referenced 
technologies but may not be appropriate for every patient or case. Decisions surrounding patient care depend on the physician’s professional judgment in light 
of all available information for the case at hand.

Boston Scientific (BSC) does not promote or encourage the use of its devices outside their approved labeling. Case studies are not necessarily representative 
of clinical outcomes in all cases as individual results may vary. Results from case studies are not predictive of results in other cases. Results in other cases may 
vary. All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

CAUTION: Federal (USA) law restricts this device to sale by or on the order of a physician. 

CAUTION:  The law restricts these devices to sale by or on the order of a physician.  Indications, contraindications, warnings and instructions for use can 
be found in the product labelling supplied with each device. Information for use only in countries with applicable health authority registrations. Material not 
intended for use in France.
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